C 27 H 25 NO 2 Sn, monoclinic, P21/c (no. 14), a = 9.61670 (10) 
Bruker [1] , SHELX [2] [3] [4] , WinGX/ORTEP [5] A part of the title coordination polymer is shown in the figure. Table 1 contains crystallographic data and Table 2 contains the list of the atoms including atomic coordinates and displacement parameters.
Source of material

General:
The melting point (uncorrected) of the compound was measured on an Electrothermal digital melting point apparatus. The elemental analysis was performed on a Perkin-Elmer EA2400 CHN analyser. The IR spectrum was recorded using a Perkin-Elmer RX1 spectrophotometer in a Nujol mull between KBr plates. The 1 H NMR spectra were recorded in CDCl 3 solution on a Bruker AVN FT-NMR spectrometer with chemical shifts relative to Me4Si. Synthesis: Tribenzyltin chloride was prepared from the direct synthesis method [6] using tin powder (Sigma-Aldrich) and benzyl chloride (Sigma-Aldrich) in water. Isonicotinic acid (Sigma-Aldrich; 0.12 g, 1.0 mmol) dissolved in ethanol 
Experimental details
The C-bound H atoms were geometrically placed (C-H = 0.93−0.97 Å) and refined as riding with U iso (H) = 1.2Ueq(C). Owing to poor agreement, the (2 0 0) and (9 16 2) reflections were omitted from the final cycles of refinement.
Discussion
The structural chemistry of organotin carboxylates is well established to present a fascinating array of structural motifs [7] . Of relevance to the present study, triorganotin carboxylates, R 3 Sn(O 2 CR′) are usually zero-dimensional, whereby the tin atom is distorted tetrahedral within a C 3 O donor set, or one-dimensional, owing to the presence of µ 2 -bridging carboxylate ligands with the resulting five-coordinate tin atoms having a trans-C 3 O 2 donor set [7] . The adoption of one motif over the other is often ascribed to steric effects so that polymeric species with tin-bound (bulky) R = cyclohexyl are rarely observed for mono-functional carboxylates and, conversely, the overwhelming majority of structures with, e.g. (small) R = methyl, are polymeric [7] . Variations to the above occur when the R′ substituent of the carboxylate ligands carry additional groups capable of coordination, e.g. a pyridylnitrogen atom, as in the title compound. Additional interest in metal complexes of pyridyl-derived carboxylic acids is encouraged by the reports on the potential biological activities of these compounds [8, 9] . Following a recent report on the enhanced anti-cancer potential of tribenzyltin carboxylates [10] , the title compound, [(benzyl) 3 Sn(O 2 CC5H4N-4)]n, was investigated crystallographically. The polymeric structure of [(benzyl) 3 Sn(O 2 CC5H4N-4)]n has been determined previously but the three-dimensional atomic coordinates are not available [11] . The structure is a linear, one-dimensional coordination polymer as illustrated in the figure (70% displacement ellipsoids; symmetry operations i: −1 + x, y, z and ii: 1 + x, y, z). The chain is propagated by translational symmetry along the a axis. The tin atom exists within a trans-C 3 NO donor set defined by the carbon atoms derived from the three benzyl substituents, an oxygen atom from the carboxylate group and a pyridyl-nitrogen atom from a symmetry-related pyridine-4-carboxylate ligand. The O1-Sn-N1 i angle is 175.49(4)°. This, coupled with the C-Sn-C angles lying in the narrow range of 117.58(6)°, for C7-Sn-C21, to 120.06(6)°, for C14-Sn-C21, is consistent with a trigonal bipyramidal geometry. The non-coordinating Sn· · · O2 separation is 3.1448(11) Å and consistent with this is the significant disparity in the associated C1-O1, O2 bond lengths, i.e. 1.2936(17) and 1.2249(17) Å, respectively. In the crystal, the only prominent directional intermolecular interaction is a methylene-C-H· · · O(carbonyl) contact [C21-H21a· · · O2
iii : H21a· · · O2 iii = 2.48 Å, C21· · · O2 iii = 3.4207(18) Å with angle at H21a = 163°for symmetry operation iii: 1 -x, 1 -y, 1 -z]. These contacts serve to link centrosymmetrically chains into double chains. The title compound has also been characterized as a hydrate with one water molecule per repeat unit [12] . This, too, is a linear coordination polymer. The difference in the structures relates to the Sn-O bond lengths which are each slightly longer in the hydrate, i.e. Sn-O1, O2 = 2.189(4) and 3.170(5) Å. Despite crystallizing as a hydrate, no apparent role is evident for the water molecule in the molecular packing. There are eight other structures of the general formula R 3 Sn(O 2 CC5H4N-4) in the crystallographic literature [13] and each follow the trends established herein. It is noteworthy that the R = cyclohexyl compound [14] adopts the common motif but that the Sn-N bond length is long at 2.662(3) Å cf. 2.5240(12) Å in the title structure, as is the Sn· · · O2 separation of 3.345(3) Å, reflecting the influence of the bulky tin-bound substituents.
